COMMUNITY LAND PROTECTION FACILITATORS GUIDE

ABOUT NAMATI

Namati is dedicated to placing the power of law in the hands
of people. In a world where billions of people live outside the
protection of the law, Namati is building a global movement
of grassroots legal advocates who work with communities to
advance justice. These advocates are solving problems on the
front lines to help people protect their rights, pursue their
livelihoods, and demand accountable and responsive
governance from public institutions.

Namati is advancing the field of legal empowerment, building
it into a vibrant, evidence-based, well-financed movement with
the reach and scope to solve some of the world’s most pressing
justice problems. Namati’s strategy has three elements:
grassroots innovation, a global network, and the translation of
grassroots experience into systemic change:

1. Grassroots innovation. Grassroots legal advocates have the
potential to take on the toughest justice challenges of our
day. But realizing that potential requires a commitment to
innovation and methodological rigor that the field of legal
empowerment has not yet developed. Together with local
partner organizations, Namati implements innovative,
evidence-driven legal empowerment programs that
demonstrate how grassroots legal advocates can generate
results on some of the greatest justice issues of our times:
delivering quality legal aid at scale; protecting community
land rights; closing the enforcement gap in environmental

law; fulfilling the right to citizenship; and ensuring that
essential services like healthcare and education are
accountable to local communities. Namati evaluates and
documents all of these efforts, publishing both impact
studies and practical guidance for practitioners.

2. Global legal empowerment network. Namati cultivates the
largest global community of legal empowerment
practitioners: a network of over 500 legal empowerment
organizations from across the world working to take
innovations to scale and raise the profile of the field as a
whole. Members of the network learn from one another and
from Namati’s experiences with partners. Join the network
at https://namati.org/network/.

3. Systemic change. Namati leverages insights from grassroots
implementation, drawing on data to advocate for large-scale
policy change. Namati and its partners aim to show that not
only can grassroots legal advocates help bring good laws to
life, their work can also lead to positive changes in the law
itself and the institutions through which law is applied.
Namati also collaborates with network members to advocate
for global policies that advance legal empowerment.

Together these elements form a reinforcing cycle that leads to
empowered citizens and sustainable, equitable development.
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ABOUT NAMATI’'S COMMUNITY LAND
PROTECTION PROGRAM

Namati’s Community Land Protection Program partners with
national and local organizations to proactively strengthen
communities” ability to protect, document and steward their
customary and indigenous lands. Namati’s integrated
community land protection approach combines the legal and
technical work of mapping and documentation with the
governance work of establishing mechanisms for accountable,
equitable and participatory local management of land and
natural resources. Namati’'s community land protection process
supports communities to:

e Improve local governance by holding leaders accountable
and increasing community involvement in land and natural
resource management;

e Strengthen protections for women’s and minority groups’
land rights;

e Resolve long-standing land disputes and reduce
future land conflict;

e |mprove conservation and sustainable use and management
of natural resources;

e Align community norms and practices with national
and international law; and

e Vision and plan for community-defined local development.

To strengthen fieldwork and ensure significant impact, Namati
and its partners rigorously collect and analyze data on
communities” land protection activities. Namati then develops
all findings, shared learnings, innovations and strategies into
practical resources for the growing network of organizations
working to protect community lands and natural resources.
Namati also offers technical support and legal assistance to
advocates and activists, and advises governments on how best
to enact and implement legislation protecting community land
rights. All Namati publications, policy advocacy, and technical
support are grounded in and informed by grassroots fieldwork.
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NOTES
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