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[bookmark: _prxj6xhm7njf]Apply for the Leadership Program 2026

Learn to build power and stand up against injustice when you join the Grassroots Justice Network Academy’s Leadership Program!
This is a free, three-month program to help you master core legal empowerment strategies, with a blend of live sessions, working groups, hands-on workshops, and resources you can access 24/7.
Applications will be accepted until April 10, 2026. Admission is competitive due to limited spots.
This is a Word version of the Leadership Program application form for you to work on your answers offline. When you are ready, use the virtual form to apply. Please note that applications submitted through this Word document will not be accepted.
Successful applicants must be a Grassroots Justice Network member affiliated with an organization, collective or community-based group. If you are not a member, you will be able to create an account during the application process.
Your application should include a clearly defined challenge rooted in your legal empowerment work that aligns with our 2026 workshop themes: gender justice, land and environmental justice, community organizing, community paralegal programs, or going from knowing and using the law to shaping policies, laws and systems.
We are looking to build a diverse cohort of learners, who are motivated and able to actively engage in the leadership program’s live sessions and asynchronous peer exchange.
*Si quieres completar el programa en español, por favor completa el formulario en español aquí. Ten en cuenta, que la oferta de talleres en español e inglés es diferente.


About You
	First Name (Required)

	



	
	Last Name (Required)

	




	Email Address (Required)

	



	
	Country (Required)

	






	Gender (Required)

	Woman
Man
Non-Binary
Prefer not to say
Other



	
	Age (Required)

	18 to 30 years old
31 to 45 years old
46 to 60 years old
61 to 75 years old
More than 75 years old
Prefer not to say




	How long have you been doing legal empowerment, human rights, access to justice, or community justice related work? (Required)
	I am new to this field (less than 1 year)
1- years
5-10 years
10+ years




	Which of the below roles best describes your current work or activism? (Required)
	Community paralegal, community leader or community organizer
Program, administrative or project officer
Manager, coordinator or team lead
Director or senior leader
Researcher
Public servant or government employee
Volunteer
Other






[bookmark: _xg7x9i3zbei2]

[bookmark: _yqhh07t1zzoa]About Your Organization
	Name of the Organization (Required)

	Please select the name of the organization, collective or community-based group that you are affiliated with or work with.




	Which option best describes the organization, collective or community-based group that you are affiliated with? (Required)
	Grassroots or community-based organization
Local NGO/CSO
National NGO/CSO
Regional NGO/CSO
International NGO/CSO
Member-based organization (union, federation, etc.)
Public or government institution or program
Social movement
Other




	Which thematic issue(s) best describe your organization’s work? (Required)
Select as many as apply, or remove some if they are not applicable anymore.
	Children's Rights
Citizenship & Identification
Community / Customary Land Rights
Community Paralegals
Criminal Justice
Disability Rights
Education
Ethnic / Religious Minorities' Rights
Family
Financial Sustainability & Fundraising
Gender-based violence
Generalist Legal Services
Governance, Accountability & Transparency
Health
HIV/Aids
Housing Rights & Informal Settlements

	Indigenous Peoples' Rights
Labor & Employment
Legal Aid & Public Interest Law
LGBTQI+ Rights
Livelihoods
Other
Peace-building & Transitional Justice
Policy Advocacy
Protection & Safety
Refugees & Migrant Rights
Repression and Closing Civic Spaces
Right to Information
Traditional / Customary Justice
Community Organizing
Environmental Justice
Women's Rights






[bookmark: _7sp88fyj7x4c]About Your Participation in the Program
[bookmark: _2aoldymawwlu]Challenge
To apply to the Leadership Program please share a specific challenge you face in your legal empowerment work with your organization, collective, association or community. During the program, you will have the opportunity to work on this challenge together with faculty and peers.
Your challenge should focus on the practice of legal empowerment (helping people know, use, or shape the law). Please note that challenges focused primarily on fundraising or organizational sustainability will not be considered for this program. We recognize these are important issues in our field and will create separate spaces to discuss them in the future.
Below you can describe your challenge, following a three-part structure.
[bookmark: _ee01nu1ifuoh]Context for Your Challenge (Required)
Tell us about the context of your challenge. Who do you work with and where? Please include the community, country, thematic area, and any other relevant details. (200 max characters)

Here is an example:"For the last three years, I’ve been working with residents of an informal settlement of over 5,000 people in Guayaquil who lack access to safe drinking water and other basic public services."

Type your answer:

[bookmark: _ixg544uirqew]Your Challenge (Required)
Describe the specific problem you're currently facing in your legal empowerment practice, and where you are stuck - what's not working, unclear, or difficult to move forward on. (700 max characters)

Here is an example:"Two years ago, the community collectively decided that their top priority was securing access to water. Together with the community, we developed a legal strategy to claim their rights. They organized to collect over 1,000 signatures, and in June 2024 we filed a lawsuit. The court ruled in their favor; however, the government has failed to comply with the judgment. At the beginning, the community mobilized strongly to demand enforcement of the ruling, but over time participation has declined. Many residents are now demoralized and believe that the government will never comply. We are unsure of how to move forward in this situation. We still work with a small group of neighbors."

Type your answer:
[bookmark: _4kk6p7fmt3ag]
[bookmark: _t0hmkptxj6er]Your Goal (Required)
Describe what you are hoping to get or achieve through this program to address your challenge. (400 max characters)

Here is an example: "I want to learn about how we can re-organize and re-engage the broader community, what strategies could increase pressure on the government to fulfill its legal obligations, and hear from others about whether we should abandon the legal approach, or instead combine it with other tools such as community organizing, advocacy, or public campaigning."

Type your answer:
[bookmark: _kajdwadg1jhb]Workshops
All participants will take part in one workshop as part of the program.
Workshops will deep dive on specific themes or skills, and will take place in June. There are limited spots, so we ask you to select your preferred, second and third option. We will do our best to accommodate your choices if you are selected to participate in the program.
As you choose a workshop, please consider: a) the dates/time of the specific workshop (all workshops will take place 9 to 10.30am ET); b) how the workshop relates to the challenge that you submitted.
Click here to see what workshops we offer in 2026 and make your choice.
Please select your preferred first, second and third option for a workshop. (Required)

	Preferred option: (Required)

	How to recruit, train, and support community paralegals (Tuesdays June 2, 9, 16, 23)
How to use legal empowerment to advance land, environmental and climate justice (Wednesdays June 3, 10, 17, 24)
How to use legal empowerment to advance gender justice (Wednesdays June 3, 10, 17, 24)
How to see, build, use & sustain power to spark real change (Thursdays June 4, 11, 18, 25)
How to go from knowing and using to shaping the law (Thursdays June 4, 11, 18, 25)





Second option: (Required)

	How to recruit, train, and support community paralegals (Tuesdays June 2, 9, 16, 23)
How to use legal empowerment to advance land, environmental and climate justice (Wednesdays June 3, 10, 17, 24)
How to use legal empowerment to advance gender justice (Wednesdays June 3, 10, 17, 24)
How to see, build, use & sustain power to spark real change (Thursdays June 4, 11, 18, 25)
How to go from knowing and using to shaping the law (Thursdays June 4, 11, 18, 25)


Third option: (Required)

	How to recruit, train, and support community paralegals (Tuesdays June 2, 9, 16, 23)
How to use legal empowerment to advance land, environmental and climate justice (Wednesdays June 3, 10, 17, 24)
How to use legal empowerment to advance gender justice (Wednesdays June 3, 10, 17, 24)
How to see, build, use & sustain power to spark real change (Thursdays June 4, 11, 18, 25)
How to go from knowing and using to shaping the law (Thursdays June 4, 11, 18, 25)


[bookmark: _k8mys776fv6e][bookmark: _xj3u9rsfj2e1]Share a short bio for other learners so they can get to know you if you are selected for the program. (Required)
Keep it informal - no need to list roles, degrees or qualifications. Include: your name, the main issue(s) you work on, what brings you to this course, and one personal interest or hobby. (400 max characters)

Here is an example: "I’m David, a community paralegal from Ghana. I work with people who have been imprisoned, helping ensure their rights are respected, there is a fair process, and they have support when they get out of prison. I am excited to meet other paralegals and people from other countries who do similar work. I am a proud father of 3 daughters, and I like to dance."

Type your answer:

The Program’s live sessions will take place between 9 and 10.30 am ET. Does this time window generally work for your timezone and schedule? (Required)
Click here to see what time the sessions will be in your timezone.
	Yes, this works well
Yes, but I will need to adjust my work/personal schedule to attend
No, this time window is very difficult for me



This course will be conducted in English. Please indicate which option best reflects your ability to participate. (Required)
Si quieres completar el programa en español recuerda que hay un formulario específico para el programa en español aquí.
	I am comfortable following the program and expressing myself in English
I am somewhat comfortable understanding and speaking English, but participation may be challenging at times
I am not comfortable — this may significantly limit my participation



[bookmark: _iaufjhwo96nz]Consent (Required)
· I give permission to Namati and the Grassroots Justice Network to share my responses to this form with organizers, facilitators and other participants of the Leadership Program in order to facilitate and enrich my participation.

[bookmark: _ejmzbw4u16xo]Acknowledgement (Required)
· I understand that by applying to the Leadership Program I am not guaranteed funding.
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