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Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “everyone has the right to a
nationality” and that “no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to 
change his nationality.” 

with this you can vote too,
and vie for elective posts.  
this way you can be involved

in choosing leaders for your 
country and you can be a 

leader too.

well, i have not been employed 
for a while, so i got an 

opportunity to work but i did 
not have an i.d. ,luckily i was 

directed to an office where they 
told me all i needed to know.

you said you
had some exciting 
news for us. can
you please share

 

my daughter was
told she cannot sit
her exams without

a birth certificate.
 

this is good
news, i will tell
my son to get an

i.d

yes, you can
apply for all that 

 it has been
made easy.

 
my grandson was 
invited to go to 

tanzania for a visit,
he needs a passport

too.

look, they gave me a
waiting card, i will
use this as my i.d
bila stress as i 

await the original
document.

yes, thats right
you will need 

a death certificate
to continue with all

claims of inheritance
and any benefits.

my brother also had

trouble trying to get

our late parents title

deed transfered to our

names. we were almost

evicted. any help?

this is really
good news to
our community

at large.
 



WHO IS OR CAN BE A CITIZEN OF KENYA? 

											           A person can be a Kenyan in one of two ways: 

											           1) By birth, as long as:

											           i).  S/he was born in Kenya after December 11, 1963,

													              and

 	
											           ii). At least one of her/his parents (at the date of birth)
												             is a citizen of Kenya

WHAT AM I ENTITLED TO AS A CITIZEN OF KENYA?
Under the Constitution of Kenya, 2010, every citizen is entitled to:

									            • Right to vote, vie for a political seat.

									            • A Kenyan passport and any document of registration or 
                                    identification issued by the State to citizens.

								          	  • Right to Basic education, 

									           • Privileges ie Old age funds and widow funds
											         

											           2) By registering with the Government for one of the following: 
						    
											           Marriage to a Kenyan (minimum 7 years)													                   Section 15(1)

											           Lawful residency 																											                                Section 15(2)

											           Adoption (of a non-Kenyan child by a Kenyan) 										                Section 15(3)

											           Stateless person 																											                                   Section 15

											           Immigrant (if living in Kenya by 1963) 															                      Section 16

											           Descendant of stateless persons or immigrants											           Section 17

											            who qualifies for registration 

Constitution
Schedule 6, 
Article 30

Citizen &
immigrations act



CAN THE GOVERNMENT DENY ME IDENTITY DOCUMENTS? 
	  •If you are a citizen, a passport or other document may be denied, suspended or taken from
      you  only  in accordance with an Act of Parliament that satisfies the criteria referred to in 

ARE THERE INTERNATIONAL LAWS THAT PROTECT MY 
RIGHT TO CITIZENSHIP? 
Numerous international laws say that everyone has a right to citizenship
 (also know as nationality). For example: 

	 • Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
		  Article 9 1. -- Women shall have equal rights as men to acquire, change or retain their 					  
		  nationality. 

	 • Convention on the Rights of the Child Article 7 1. The child shall be registered immediately
       after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality 
       and as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents.

	 • Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 15  
			   - Everyone has the right to a nationality
			   - No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or her nationality 
			   - Everyone has the right to change his or her nationality 

Article 24.



Hello 
SIR, was sent

to YOU i need you
 to HELP ME GET A 
BIRTH CERTIFICATE

 FOR MY 
DAUGHTER?

 

HI, YES YOU
ARE RIGHT, I WILL
 HELP YOU WITH

 THAT I NEED A FEW
 MINUTES TOSHOW
 YOU THE STEPS

it will only
take you a few
weeks. WE WILL
FOLLOW IT UP

TOGETHER.

so how
long will it
 take for the 
document to
 come out? 

OK
TEACHER, I WILL
TELL MY PARENTS

TODAY

registrar

after a few WEEKS

thank you
mum for

your help. i
WILL NOW SIT
FOR EXAMS

I HOPE IT DOES
NOT NEED A LOT OF

REQUIREMENTS.
 

so what 
do i need 

 

I AM AFRAID, 
YOU WILL NOT 

register FOR YOUR 
EXAMINATION WITHOUT 
YOUR ORIGINAL BIRTH 

CERTIFICATE. 

YOU NEED
YOUR ID AND THAT

 OF THE CHILD’S FATHER
together with

The original birth 
notification or Child 
immunization clinic 

card.

 

I think i
have all those
REQUIREMENTS.

 

and this will be
a late registration
because you dont

have a birth 
notification.

thank you,
so much for
your help.

PARALEGAL

PARALEGAL

WHY DOES MY CHILD NEED A BIRTH CERTIFICATE?



Your child will need a birth certificate to:
		  1.	 Enroll in primary school, pre-primary school & secondary school
		  2.	 Gain admission in private hospital in case of in patient treatment.
		  3.	 Register Primary school final examinations
		  5.	 Apply for an ID at the age of 18 years
		  6.	 Apply for a passport and to support their future child’s application of a passport.
		  7.	 Apply for National social security fund

Make the required 
payment at the office of 
birth registration:

An application fee of a 
minimum of 50 ksh and 
a maximum of 150ksh.

Visit your district 
registrar of births 
and deaths' Office 
and you'll be given 
a form to fill. 

Attach this form with 
the copies of the ID’s 
and the birth 
notifications.

Return the forms to the 
registrar.

The information you've 
given is then verified 
and you are sent to the 
cash register to make 
the payment.

Make sure you have:
1. The original birth 
    notification 
2. Copy of the birth  
    notification - (This is  
   the pink slip that you 
   get from the hospital 
   where the child was 
   delivered).
3.A copy of the father's ID
4.A copy of the Mothers ID
5. A copy of the clinical 
    card (Immunization Card)

S T E P  1 S T E P  2
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S T E P  3 S T E P  4

S T E P 5 S T E P 6
You'll be given a re-

ceipt which you'll use 
to collect the birth 

certificate.
The certificate should 

be raedy to collect  
after 2 weeks.



 I NEED THE ID TO
 GET SOME CASUAL JOB
 AND LATER ON JOIN THE

UNIVERSITY FOR FURTHER 
STUDIES.

 LET ME GO
AND APPLY.

with your
parents i,d 

copies you are
 eligible to get

one.

I NEED

 to apply for

an id. 

young man,
welcome. how
 may i help

 you?

 you 
will fill a form

 as we take passport 
size photographs

for the id.

that sounded like a
short and quick process,
i should be getting my
id soon. i really need

to join the  university.

W
AITING

CARD

son, earlier today, our
neighbours were here and

 one of them has succesfully
 applied for an i.d. he 

recomends that you go to the
chiefs office tommorow

i will do so mother,
i went to the city and i

couldnt access a building
 because i did not have an i.d.

will be there early in the
morning.

WHY DO I NEED AN IDENTITY CARD



Anyone over the age of 18 will need an ID card.	

		  1. To register for university 
		  2. To get a job 
		  3. To register a SIM card and a television set top box
		  4. To support you passport application
		  5. To purchase land and assets such as cars
		  6. To apply for Tax Pin Number and to pay taxes
		  7. Needed to access any building
		  8. To register as a voter and to  vote

Collect the following and take them to the  District registrar’s 
office
 • Your original birth certificate
 • A copy of your birth certificate
 • Your school leaving certificate (if available) 
 • Both of your parents’ original national identity cards of both  
   parents. 
 • Photocopies of both your parents’ national identity cards. 

Take all the documents to the office of the District registrar to 
get a national identity card. Fill out the details on the form. 
Then take the form to the assistant chief or the chief for 
signing. In some cases you might be asked to go for vetting.

Take the signed form to the office of the District registrar 
where the details on the filled form will be verified. The 
registrar will then sign the form. If the form passes this stage, 
your fingerprints and a passport size photograph of will be 
taken and sent together with the form to the offices that 
make national identity cards.

You will be issued with a waiting card that you use as you wait 
for your national identity card to be processed. The waiting 
period may last up to one year. 

After two months go to the office of the District registrar to 
see if your identity card has been issued. Remember, it may 
take up to one year. You may need to keep checking. 

THE KENYA IDENTITY CARD IS THE MAIN AND 
LEGAL IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT RECOGNIZED IN KENYA.
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NEW
CYBER

hallo sir, 
 what do you need
 from me to pass

 to the other
 country? 

to pass here
, you need a valid

 passport
of which i can see
yours is valid,

welcome to
tanzania!

i have an invite
to visit my relatives
in our neighbouring
country, and i need
a passport.

hi there, i need to get
a passport to travel to
 a foreign country to

 visit my relatives. how 
do i  apply for a 

passport? 

after that, do
i download
the passport?

Register on www.ecitizen.go.ke Go to 
immigration.ecitizen.go.ke  or Department of 
immigration services, click  passport 
application form. Read the instructions 
carefully then fill the application form.

Select the mode of payment and pay for the 
passport fees. Download and print the 
application form and three application 
receipts. Submit the application form in 

person to the Immigration offices
with necessary documents.

AFTER A FEW WEEKS

i think my
workmate has

a passport, i will
ask him to help.

no, after following 
the procedure you have 
to visit immigration 
offices to collect it 
before you travel

T H E  R E A L

T R A V E L E R

HOW CAN I GET A PASSPORT:



Application Procedure 

A Kenyan who intends to acquire or to travel outside Kenya shall submit an application for a passport in person 
to the Passport Control Offices. Applications can be submitted at the Nairobi, Mombasa and Kisumu Passport 
Control Offices. 

Go to ecitizen.go.ke and register an account.
Login to the ecitizen platform after successful 
registration and navigate to Department of 
Imigration Services then submit application 
then Passport and Temporary Permits.

You should then click on Passport Application 
form. The page that opens has instructions on 
how to fill the application form. After reading 
the instructions nagivate downwards and then 

click on apply now.
 

Fill the application form.

Select the mode of payment
and then pay the passport fees. 
The payment modes are: M-PESA, 
Debit/Credit Card, Airtel Money and 
eCitizen Agent. 
Download and print the application 
and three application receipts.

Collect your passport after atleast 
10 working days.

1 2

• Submit the application form in person 
plus the necessary documents to an 

immigration centre near you. 
 • You will need your application form, two copies 

of your payment invoice, your national ID plus a copy, 
your birth certificate plus a copy, a copy of your 

recommender’s ID, three passport size pictures, and copies 
of your parent’s national IDs. If your parents are  deceased, you 
need copies of their death certificates. 

• Submit your application at Nyayo House. 3
4

5
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LAND LAWS

LAND LAWS

HALLO SIR,
WE want TO 

TRANSFER OWNERSHIP
 OF LAND from our
 late father WHAT
 DO WE NEED TO 
CLAIM THE LAND?

where do
we get the

death  
certificate?

this is great,
thank for your
submission we

shall now 
proceed with
your request

in the office
of the registrar

of births and
deaths.

yes.
PLEASE COME 

COLLECT THE DEATH
CERTIFICATE IN
TWO WEEKS TIME.

following day

hallo sir. i need a 
death certificate

for my late
father

we need your id
 cards and your father’s

 death certificate.

Hallo sir, i am here to
report a concern. some of
my uncles are claiming to
pocess the land that our

late father left us. we have
our fathers title deed. they
are planning to do farming

on it. what do we do?

it is good that you have
notified the chiefs office.
we will record a statement
of your claim. for further

assistance you will have to go
to the registrar of lands
and request for transfer

of ownership to your 
name.

thank you for
your help. i 

believe thats all
i need to fill?

sir, here
 is the death 
certifIcate
as earlier
requested.

oh ok. i will need
 ORIGINAL I.D CARD

 OF THE DECEASED AND
a death notification.

WHY DO I NEED DEATH CERTIFICATES? 



You will need the death certificates of your spouse, parents or other 
relatives
 
	 • To support the ID application of the children whose parents are deceased
	 •	For collecting inheritance from the deceased. 
	 •To change the registration of vehicles and property in their name from deceased.

01

02

03

04

Fill Form D4 
(applications for 
death certi�cate) 

Collect the 
certi�cate after
a minimum of 
two weeks.

Make payment
for the 
approved 
application.

Submit a Burial 
permit or 
Noti�cation
 of death with
original ID of the 
deceased to the 
civil registrar.  
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REQUIREMENTSWHAT HAS BEEN
YOUR EXPERIENCES OF

 APPLYING FOR EITHER OF THE
 DOCUMENTS THAT WE HAVE

 DISCUSSED? AND WHAT WOULD
YOU LIKE CHANGED IN THE

PROCESS?

i also suggest
that application of all

this documents be 
made online just as

the passport.

i request that
ethnic profiling 
should stop when

getting these
documents.

we can start
with the lady on

 my left. please make
it brief.

I APPLIED FOR
AN i.d AND I WAS
 TOLD TO WAIT FOR

more than i expected.
i think there should
be a standard time

for collection of the
document.

what role do you
think you can play?



SHUKRAN

P.O. Box 22677-00505 Nairobi.
www.namati.org


