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Jadeja Natubha Rams,

Shri .V. Thirupugaz At. Lifra
Development Commissioner ( Rural Dev. ) Ta. Mundra

Dr. Jivraj Maheta Bhavan, ) Dist. Kutch
Gujarata & = Date:- 15/09/2014

Block No. | %, Gandhinagar

Dear Mr, Thirupugaz ,

We the under signed peoplc belong to Lifra village of Kutch district. Our village has a popula‘non of
about 700, most of which are traditionally engaged in occupation of agriculture and animal
husbandry “We are able to sustain ourselves and support our families through these occupations. Sir,
we would like share with you that we have been using a piece of common land (called‘gauchar’
locally) at-Survey N. 141/ 5 for more than 50 years for grazing our cattle. This common land is eritical
for us because our animals graze here, we don’t have fo purchase fodder for them from the market.
This reduces our cost and makes animal husbandry a livelihood alternative for us. Tn our village we
have been maintaining peace and harmony, acknowledging and respecting rights of all communities
of the village.

S'ir, here, we would like to draw your attention to a recent development which has put our traditional
occupation under threat. This common land has been allocated to private companies namely (1)
Rajendrasinhji Svarajji (2) Gurukrupa mines and'co. Ltd. on 25 October 2012 for mining black trap.
Apart from being used for animal grazing, there is a check dam constructed by the Gujarat
government and a natural water body for the usc of cattle. Nine more mining lease proposals for
common lands from Lifra village are pending to be considered. Once - mining starts, we will not able
to graze our catfle there and Tooking to Survive, we may have fo move {0 a new location. If means
more than 70% of the families of our village mlil_have to migrate .

Here we would like to share with you that we have already written to the Mamlatdar and District
Collector but have not received any satisfactory response. While this problem was sfill looming large
on us and we were looking to resolve it, we camé to know of the judgment of the Supreme Court of
India-_Civil Appeal No. 1132/2011 @ SLP(C’') No. 3109/2011 {arising out of Special Leave
Petition {Civil) CC No. 19869 of 2010; Jaspal Singh & Others V/s State of Punjab & Others}. It
states:

“In many states Government orders have been issued by the State Government permitting allotment of
Gram Sabha land to private persons and commercial enterprises on payment of some money. In our
opinion all such Government orders are illegal, and should be ignored."

“We give directions to all State Governments in the country that they should prepare schemes of
eviction of illegal/unauthorized occupants of Gram Sabha/Gram Panchayat/Poramboke/Shamlat land
and these must be restored to the Gram Sabha/Gram Panchayat for the common use of villagers of
the village. For this purpose chief secretaries of all State Governments/Union Tervitories in India are
directed to do the needfil, taking the help of other senior officers of the Governmenis... Regularization
should only be permitted in exceptional cases e.g. where lease has been granted under some
Government notification lo landless labourers or members of Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes, or
where there is already a school, dispensary or other public utility on ihe land.”



After this Judgment, the office of the Development Commissioner, Gujarat, passed a circular on 4th .
March 2011stating that powers of removing encroachments on common land are deligated to the
Panchayats.

It should be noted that the above-mentioned leases were sanctioned in October 2012 when the
Supreme Court Judgement had already been given in 2011. Hence, these leases have been grantsd
without takmg any acknowledgement of the Supreme Court Judgement. There has been Tnon-
compliance of the order of the Supreme Court and the circular from the Development Commissioner’s
oﬁice

Su', WG request you fo take action in the matter. We would also like to present before you our
onﬂmt

[ alréady sanctioned mining leases of the Gauchar land in Lifra village be cancelled, and

- no more new leases or land allocations be: granted for Gauchar fand from Lifra village to
private parties in future.,

We sincerely hope you will pay attention to our concerns and take immediate action in the matter.
Thankingyou T
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C.C.:-

1- District Collector Kutch - Bhuj .

2-Mamlatdar Mundra , Kut#h

Enclosed:
1- Satellite Image with Lat. Long. { Google earth )
2- Revenue Map with survey number

3- Copy of Memorandum submitted to the Dwtnct Collector Kutch .
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