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Foreword

In countries across the globe, community-based paralegals act as a frontline of justice service providers. Because they live in the communities
they serve, such paralegals can combine their legal Rnowledge and practical skills with an intimate understanding of local context and customs.

As grassroots advocatesthey are uniquely placed to resolve justice problems and empower their communities to use the law.

As Myanmaremergesfrom decades of military rule, the country faces enormous challenges across all sectors. The Government is reforming exist-
ing laws and enacting new legislation at an unprecedented pace. With these changes comes space for people to exercise their rights andhold
institutions accountable. Community-based paralegals — whether part of civil society or a national legal aid system — can help make the law

matter in the daily lives of Myanmar’s 60 million people.

This practitioner’s guide, designed for paralegal managers and supervisors, provides advice on conceptualizing, designing, and implementing
effective community-based paralegal programs. The guide includes case studies, examples, and sample tools, such as case handling forms, drawn

from a variety of paralegal efforts in other countries.

With the publication of a Burmese language version, Namati hopes to make this resource accessible to the growing number of legal empower-

ment practitioners in Myanmar.
Our gratitude extends to the Open Society Justice Initiative for encouraging translation of this publication, U KyawMyint Law Firm for
invaluable support in the translation process, and all those in Myanmar who are using innovative strategies to make justice a reality for all.

Laura Goodwin, Program Manager, Namati: Innovations in Legal Empowerment, October 2013

Namati is dedicated to putting the law in people’s hands. We strive to build a just world, in which every one of us can take part in the deci-
sions— and demand accountability from the institutions— that affect our lives. Namati was founded in 2011 and is the leading international

organization dedicated to legal empowerment.
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Source : Adapted from the
American National Federation of
Paralegal Associations Inc.
(NFPA) Model Code of Ethics
and Professional Responsibility
by Professor David McQuiod-
Mason, University of KwaZulu-

Natal, South Africa, June 2005.
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Source: “Development of Paralegal Manual After 25 February-4 March 2006 Workshop,” internal memo for Open Society

Justice Initiative, David McQuoid-Mason, 2005.
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Source: Amnesty International, First Steps: A Manual for Starting Human Rights Education (London: Amnesty International-

International Secretariat, 1997), www.hrea.org/index.php?base_id=104&lanquage_id=1&erc_doc_id=511&category

id=6&category_type=3&group ESifh Flowers,N., The Human Rights Education Handbook (Minneapolis: University of

Minnesota Human Rights Resource Centre: 2000), http://www1.umn.educ/humanrts/edumat/hreduseries/hrhand-book/part14a.
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