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Asman Ali was a day laborer, living at Malwar Village of Siddhakathi Union of Nalchiti upazilla under Jhalokathi district.

He was somehow passing his days in joys and pains with his four children and wife. Sathi Akter was the third among the four children. When Sathi reached at 17 years of age, Asman Ali get her married to Md. Ripon Rari, son of Late Kadam Ali Rari of the same village. At that time, Ripon was a man of 32 years.

Misunderstandings started to grow within a very few days of her marriage. Conflicts among the couple were always there, without a silly or even no pretext which finally ended with physical torture. In the meanwhile, Sathi gave birth to a baby girl. For giving birth to a girl, her husband Ripon Rari became more ill-tempered. Sathi tried her best to convince her husband but Ripon did not respond positively. A few days passed and finally Sathi realized that her husband is a polygamy and he has physical relation with other women too. If Sathi tried to talk with her husband regarding this, Ripon used to abuse her physically. When it became hard to tolerate, Sathi often left and stayed to her father’s house; but Ripon never tried to communicate or see her. 

One day when Sathi was staying at her father’s house, Parvin Begum- a woman leader at her next door, invited Sathi to enjoy a stage drama at Sahid Master’s house of that village. Fortunately, on that day NU organized a drama and displayed how NU provides supports and services like mediation, legal aid and counselling. Particularly there was a sequence on Shalish in that drama. While enjoying, Sathi Akter was highly convinced with the initiative of the members of the Ward Shalish Committee (WSC) who in that drama had brought out an accurate, precise and neutral solution in light of our conventional legislative framework.

At the end of the drama when the NU Community Mobilizer announced an invitation to file the complain if any of the audience would have such experience, Sathi decided to take a chance. She was more convinced when the NU Community Mobilizer assured to provide legal aid supports if the complain is logical and within the legal frame. After returning her home, Sathi informed her family members about the initiative of NU and her decision to registrar complain against her husband Ripon Rari. Accordingly, after having a discussion with the Union Community Mobilizer Sathi submitted a written complain in the NU prescribed format on May 02, 2015. 

After receiving the complain, the Community Mobilizer investigated it and when found out the rationality, sent a notice to the accused and its carbon copy to the accuser. Upon consent of both the parties, a Shalish had been decided to be held on May 17, 2015 at Rintu Master’s house on 3.00 pm. At the same time, another letter was issued to the members of the WSC with a request to present and conduct the Shalish. 

Accordingly, the Shalish was organized where 2 female and another 2 male members of the Ward Shalish Committee along with other 3 local elites were present. With the presence of the representatives, family members and both the accuser and accused; finally the Shalish ended successfully with the following mutual decisions:

1. Ripon must give up his monogamy habit.
2. Ripon would bear the entire responsibility and maintenance for his wife and daughter.
3. Ripon would never behave rough with Sathi Akter
4. They would live together with peace and harmony and would bind a strong family.

After that, the presented mediators greeted them warmly and wished them for a happier conjugal life and let Sathi Akter go with her husband Ripon Rari.

While following up, it was observed by the NU members that Sathi Akter is living happily with her husband and children. Ripon, her husband is also careful to them. When our team members did follow up visit to Sathi, she appreciated the NU initiative and said that, “ I never thought of brining this sort of easy and cost free solution to my family problems which was about to destroy my life. If NU can be presented with these types of initiatives, a lot of families and wives of this village would also be saved from the damages. NU has given pleasure through the drama and brought solutions to the conjugal problems.” She also requested to show more dramas for creating awareness and consciousness among mass in the community.
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